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FEATURE NAME

EALING TRAILFINDERS TIMES
CUP FINAL

Re-live all of the
drama as the
Trailfinders lifted
the inaugural
Championship Cup
in breathtaking
fashion against
London Irish.

SEASON
REVIEW

Look back at the
2018/19 season,
a year that will
go down as the
best in the club’s
history.

TRAILFINDERS
RUGBY
ACADEMY
Our newest
initiative is
taking off in
successful
style, find
out about the
most exciting
programme in
the country.

CHAMPIONS!
READ THE REMARKABLE STORY OF HOW TWO CHILDHOOD FRIENDS
FROM SOUTH AFRICA BECAME RE-UNITED IN WEST LONDON TO LEAD
EALING TRAILFINDERS TO CUP GLORY
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EDITOR’S WELCOME

WELCOME

the side of a road for an hour, the 60
point win at Coventry and of course
the conclusion of it all with the lifting
of the Championship Cup.

One of the most pleasing statistics
from the season has to be the crowd
numbers coming through the gates at
Trailfinders Sports Club. For the first
time we have averaged over 1,000
across the season and we hope that
it continues to grow over the next few
years.
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TURN BACK TIME

W

ow, what a season that
was!

We couldn't have asked
for a better way to end it
with the Championship
Cup triumph against London Irish on
what will have to go down as one of
the best days in the history of Ealing
Trailfinders.
The day was a great success both
on and off the pitch as we beat
Premiership-bound Irish in front of
a record crowd. Over 3,500 of you
were here to see a classic match
which had everything. After racing in
to the lead in the opening quarter it
looked as if we would storm our way
to victory, but Irish came back just
before half time.
David Johnston’s early try in the
second half gave us some much
needed breathing space but the final
five minutes were as dramatic as
they get. With Irish hammering away
in our 22 we managed to steal a
lineout and then keep the ball before
smashing it in to the stands to trigger
wild celebrations as victory was
confirmed.
I’m delighted that due to that success
in the Final that this edition has a
look back on the season and it should
bring back plenty of smiles for the
supporters that were there for the
most dramatic parts of the season.
The highlights significantly
outnumbered the six defeats, who
can forget the last gasp victory over
Jersey just before Christmas, the
smash and grab in Cornwall after
our broken down bus had left us on

The main feature interview is a
fascinating piece with Rayn Smid and
Pat Howard. The South Africans met
as teenagers whilst in the Western
Province academy and nearly a
decade later they find themselves
in the Green and White of Ealing
Trailfinders, becoming indispensable
members of the squad.
Elsewhere, the sponsor focus comes
courtesy of Trailfinders who give you
an insight in to their extensive range
of trips available, Ross Doneghan
looks back on a successful year for
the Community Department and the
Turn Back Time feature reviews a
crucial win over Plymouth five years
ago.
Phil Chesters, the former winger
who was a prolific try-scorer during
his time at the club picks his all-time
Ealing Trailfinders XV with a number
of familiar faces appearing in the line
up.
The planning is already firmly in place
for the upcoming season and with
Newcastle Falcons coming down
there is a new team that we will
take on in the battle for promotion.
Season Ticket sales are higher than
ever and with an Early Bird price
available we would encourage you to
book, ensuring you will see all of the
action unfold for what is looking like a
crucial year for the club.
Many of you will have seen the new
signings that have been confirmed,
the high-profile arrivals of Steven
Shingler, Paul Grant and Tommy Bell
amongst many others mean that
interest will be at an all-time high
as the wait for the season to get
underway continues.
The Trailfinders Rugby Academy is

making huge strides forward which
is another exciting development for
us. We had a fantastic week at the
Rosslyn Park Sevens promoting our
Scholarship Programme with Brunel
University as well as the Elite Player
Pathway opportunities which we now
offer. You can read all about the new
initiatives in this magazine, and if you
are interested in any of them email us
on academy@etprm.com
There will be plenty happening
during the summer as we continue
to become more visible in the local
community, so stay tuned to our
website and social media channels
to find out where you can meet some
of the new arrivals in the upcoming
months.
Finally, have a great summer and
we’ll see you in September for the
start of the 2019/20 season as we go
in search of a place in the Gallagher
Premiership!
OLI.SHAPLEY@ETPRM.COM
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COACHES CORNER

TRAILFINDERS VOUCHER
THE DIRECTOR OF RUGBY
SIGNING UP TO OUR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER!

T

WARD

hat was a rollercoaster ride of a season but what
a fantastic ending with the Championship Cup
triumph.

The work that the players have put in this season
has been phenomenal and despite just missing
it out on the league title it felt appropriate that we were
rewarded with the Cup after another year of progress for the
club.
There were so many ups and downs, particularly at the start
with a number of changes to the coaching team but it was all
worthwhile when watching the team lift the trophy. I’m very
proud of all of the players and staff for the amount of effort
that they put in throughout the year.
The Final will have to go down as the best day in our history
so far, it was amazing to be able to share it with so many of
you in attendance. The atmosphere was fantastic from start
to finish, and with the win coming in front of our biggest ever
crowd we hope to build on that and see as many of you as
possible on a regular basis.
The 2018/19 campaign was a great journey for us and with
a large number of new players it took us time to gel but we
got better and better as the year progressed. To end it with
winning the Cup against a Premiership side is immense and
it is the first time that we have beaten a team of that quality.
It was the manner of the performance that pleased me in
particular, we got what we deserved and it has given us a
perfect springboard to what I firmly believe will be even
bigger future success.
One of the main things that is thrown at us from a
Premiership point of view is not the level of our performances
but the amount of people that watch us play. The final
showed that we have the fan base out there and it is
important that the local community get behind us to keep
growing the numbers. As many of you will have seen, a day
at Ealing Trailfinders is not just about the rugby but there is
plenty of family fun to be had as well as entertainment which
makes it a fantastic day out.
We are fortunate to be keeping the vast majority of our
squad for the 19/20 season, and with some further quality
being added it is promising to be a memorable year. It was
very important for us to retain as many of this group as we
could which we have done, and then with the likes of Steven
Shingler, Paul Grant and Tommy Bell coming in we have
assembled our strongest ever squad.
London Irish’s promotion means we will face new opponents
next season due to Newcastle Falcons coming down from
the Gallagher Premiership. They will present an enormous
challenge for us in our quest to win the title but I am
confident that we can achieve our main aim if we perform to
4 | SUM M ER 2 0 19 | O F FICIA L MAGA ZINE OF EA L ING TR A ILF I N DE RS

how I know we can.
Pre-season starts in the first week of June and we will
get straight back in to it. Despite the league matches not
beginning until the Autumn, the three months before-hand
are arguably the most important to gel the team together
which we are very much looking forward to. Our pre-season
fixtures will be revealed soon, and they will give us the ideal
preparation before the competitive matches get underway. It
is Rugby World Cup year which means that the exact season
start date is not confirmed but we will announce as soon as
possible.
A big change for us is the introduction of the Trailfinders
Rugby Academy which has rugby opportunities for ages 16
up until the end of their studies and then in to the first team.
We believe it is crucial for pupils to combine their rugby
ambition with full-time education, and the interest so far has
been huge.
We believe that we will run the most comprehensive
University Rugby scheme in the country, and in pre-season
a number of the scholars will be training with the first team
regularly. We want these players to make the transition in to
the first team and we can’t wait for it to get up and running.
We have the ambition to become the best rugby academy in
the world, and will make further strides forward this year.
Finally, I would like to thank all of our sponsors for their
magnificent support all year. We are looking forward to
building our partnerships even further in the coming seasons,
a period which is incredibly exciting for everyone involved.
We are looking to build more commercial partnerships as we
continue to grow, whether that is through our first team, the
Academy or the Community Programme which is building
strongly as it draws to the end of it’s first year.
As a club we only turned professional five years ago, and
since then we have already won three major trophies. We
continue to develop every season and this is the most
exciting time to get involved with us.
I believe that this is the most dramatic rugby journey in
the country and we have a clear goal for next season, to
be promoted to the Gallagher Premiership. We need your
support to do this!
See you in September!
Ben Ward
Director of Rugby

W

e have a fantastic prize on offer in our latest competition,
where you could win up to £100 off a Trailfinders holiday!
Simply sign up to our newsletter which is sent out every Friday,
and not only will you get all of the latest news straight to your
inbox but you could also get a discount off your next holiday!
Now is the perfect time to sign up to the newsletter with the 2019/20 season
preparations underway, meaning you'll be up to date with all of the new
arrivals at Trailfinders Sports Club.
Trailfinders offer holidays all around the world, and as a special prize this
could be the perfect way to book your next trip!

Ealing Trailfinders
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SEASON TICKETS

SEASON TICKETS

SEASON TICKETS FOR THE 2019/20 CAMPAIGN ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
A SPECIAL EARLY BIRD OFFER IS AVAILABLE IF PURCHASED BEFORE THE END OF MAY
WHERE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO SECURE YOUR PLACE AT ALL 14 HOME MATCHES NEXT
SEASON FOR JUST £170, WORKING OUT AT ONLY £12.10 PER GAME!
FROM JUNE ONWARDS, THE PRICE WILL THEN GO UP TO £195, GIVING FANS THE
PERFECT INCENTIVE TO COMMIT TO THE CLUB EARLY.
IN ADDITION, WE ARE NOW ABLE TO OFFER RESERVED SEATING AT AN EXTRA COST TO
ENSURE YOU WILL HAVE THE SAME SEAT FOR EVERY GAME.
FOR AN EARLY BIRD RESERVED SEAT THE PRICE WILL BE £205, GOING UP TO £230 IN
JUNE.
THE 2018/19 SEASON HAS BEEN ANOTHER EXCITING YEAR FOR EALING TRAILFINDERS,
AND IT HAS BEEN BUILT ON A SUPERB HOME RECORD WHICH HAS SEEN THEM SUFFER
JUST ONE DEFEAT IN THE LEAGUE ON THEIR OWN PATCH.

!
Y
T
R
A
P
E
JOIN TH

DIRECTOR OF RUGBY BEN WARD ENCOURAGES SUPPORTERS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THE NEW PACKAGE FOR 19/20.
“WE HAVE HAD SOME MEMORABLE ATMOSPHERES THIS SEASON AND THE CROWD
HAVE MADE A HUGE DIFFERENCE AT OUR HOME MATCHES.
FOR JUST OVER £12 PER MATCH WE BELIEVE WE HAVE THE BEST VALUE SEASON
TICKET PACKAGE IN THE LEAGUE AND WITH ANOTHER HUGE YEAR COMING UP WE KEEP
BUILDING TOWARDS OUR GOAL TO PLAY IN THE TOP FLIGHT OF ENGLISH RUGBY.”
THE PACKAGE INCLUDES:
�

ALL 1ST XV HOME LEAGUE AND CUP POOL MATCHES FOR 2019/20

�

BRING A FRIEND FOR FREE – 3 TICKETS

�

FREE CAR PARKING ON MATCH DAYS

TO BOOK A SEASON TICKET WITH RESERVED SEATING,
PLEASE EMAIL INFO@ETPRM.COM
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SMID & HOWARD

THE INTERVIEW

Rayn Smid

Pat Howard
“WE ARE LUCKY
TO BE AT SUCH AN
AMBITIOUS CLUB
AND EVERYONE
HAS REALLY
BOUGHT IN TO
THE PROJECT.”
and one of the most iconic grounds
in the country overlooking Table
Mountain. With nothing between the
sides a try from Howard with just 15
minutes remaining earned a 30-23
victory and saw them confirmed as
Champions.

THE
INTERVIEW
SMID &
HOWARD

In late May 1992 two South Africans were
born just a day apart, and 26 years later they
find themselves at the centre of the Ealing
Trailfinders success story.

Pat Howard and Rayn Smid have both been instrumental
in the Green and White shirt this season which ended in
the Championship Cup triumph, but their rugby journey
began when they met in the Western Province Academy as
teenagers back in 2011.
Based in Cape Town, they both looked to break in to the
Stormers first team as they started their professional careers at
the iconic Newlands Stadium.
As 19 year olds in the academy and both living in the residence
there, they immediately struck up a bond.
“The academy boys were all in the same accommodation but
with some different groups it meant that we stuck together.
Most of the players were Afrikaans so the English speaking
members tended to socialise and we were part of that.” Said
Smid.
Howard added: “It was at a time when we were all eyeing
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up professional contracts so there
was a huge amount at stake but it
was a really enjoyable few years.
When we were coming through
the system there were some top
players including Handre Pollard in
the national age grade squads so it
definitely helped us improve.”
With both Smid and Howard already
trialling for the Springboks shirt at
Under 18s level their potential was
growing rapidly, and they were both
getting closer to a Super Rugby
opportunity.
Two years later, Pat, who had
previously shown desire of becoming
a footballer as a child was also called
up to the South Africa Under 20s for
the World Cup in 2012.
With their age grade continuing to
dominate they beat New Zealand 2216 in the final to lift the trophy in front
of an incredible 33,210 at Newlands.
The Under 21 Currie Cup in 2013

gave them the chance to show what
they were capable of, and just as he
has done for the Trailfinders, Smid
captained them to silverware.
“That tournament was an amazing
experience and gave me a realisation
of how hard you have to work to
become a rugby player.” Said the
number eight.
He continued: “To play matches
at stadiums like Loftus Versfeld
in Pretoria and Ellis Park in
Johannesburg was incredible,
especially at that age.”
The fixtures took them all over the
country, and after beating the Sharks
51-24 in Durban in their final group
match they qualified for the knockout
stages with 11 wins from 12 matches.
A dramatic semi final against the
Golden Lions ended up going to extra
time before they eventually ran out
44-41 winners. The final saw them
face the Bulls at Newlands, the oldest

Howard explained how influential that
victory was on his journey. “That was
a relentless tournament which took
place over four months pretty much
week in week out. It seemed like a lot
at the time but when you look at the
modern day seasons you can often
go months without a rest so in some
ways it was ideal preparation.”
Following that tournament
opportunities in Europe then opened
up for both Howard and Smid as
they gained professional deals,
and despite their rise through the
academy together their route to
Ealing Trailfinders has taken them
down very different avenues.
Pat went on to make his debut for
Western Province but a loan move to
Munster in 2015 gave him a chance
in Ireland, where he would make nine
appearances for the Irish side.
After returning to South Africa he
became more of a regular for the
Stormers in both Super Rugby and
the Vodacom Cup following a spell
of powerful displays in the midfield,
which then saw him sign a deal
with Northampton Saints in the
Premiership.
A year at Franklin’s Gardens was
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“YOU COULD ARGUE THAT 19/20 WILL BE THE MOST
IMPORTANT SEASON IN THE CLUB’S HISTORY, AND BY
BUILDING ON THE CUP SUCCESS WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT WE
CAN MAKE THE JUMP TO THE PREMIERSHIP.”

followed by a move to the Dragons in
the Pro 14, where he would feature 35
times for the Welsh side before signing
for Ealing Trailfinders.

Whilst Howard was between clubs
in Wales, England and South Africa,
Smid was also frequently on the move
before settling in West London.

Player of the Year and Supporters
Player of the Year awards for his
remarkably consistent performances
as Captain.

Having previously been frustrated with
game time, after speaking with Rayn
he knew that this was the right place
for him.

The back-rower made it in to the
Stomers’ Super Rugby training squad
in 2014 and then was offered the
chance to join Cavalieri Prato in Italy
for a year. A brief return to Cape Town
attracted the attention of Bristol where
he would make 10 appearances at
Ashton Gate.

To be recognised in that fashion
brought a big smile to his face: “Of
course the most important thing is
the result but after that is settled it’s
always nice to get some personal
accolades. To be presented with
those awards from the Coaches and
Supporters means a lot.

He was a standout performer
in their push to the Premiership
which included a meeting with the
Trailfinders, and mid way through the
2016/17 season he would make the
move up the M4 to Trailfinders Sports
Club.

I’m really enjoying the responsibility
of captaining the side and it is a huge
honour for me. In terms of my personal
game it has definitely had an impact
as you have to lead from the front and
set the example which is the best way
to be.”

“His encouragement to sign was a
massive part in my decision. I’m loving
my time here at Trailfinders Sports
Club and definitely see my long term
future here. I feel like I’ve had plenty of
experience with a number of different
clubs but the project here is one I’m
thoroughly enjoying.
It’s been a fantastic season and it’s
great to be at a club with such a
positive winning attitude and everyone
is striving to win. We want to take the
club forward and everyone pushes
each other week in week out.
We are lucky to be at such an
ambitious club and everyone has really
bought in to the project.”

Since then Smid hasn’t looked back,
and in particular the 18/19 campaign
has seen his level rise to the best
of his career. He missed just one
match during the entire season, and
deservedly picked up the Coaches
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Both Howard and Smid started in the
Championship Cup Final victory over
London Irish, and see that triumph as
an enormous step forward for the club.
“To beat a top team in a final like that
is a massive statement from us. We

hadn’t beaten a side that were top of
our league so to get over that hurdle
was really important.
It has given us so much confidence
as it shows that we can do it and
whilst we will enjoy our off season the
excitement for next year is sky high.”
Said Pat.
This off-season has extra significance
for Rayn who is getting married in
Cape Town. A number of Trailfinders
players are making the 9,000 mile
trip from London for the wedding,
showing the strong bond between
the squad.
“We are a very tight-knit squad and
that definitely makes a difference.
When things aren’t going your way
in games you have to stick together

and I have no doubt that was a huge
reason for our success last season.
With the majority of the players
staying here next season it means
we are already at an advantage and
can get straight in to it with a huge
summer of training before we get
back in to what is a massive year for
the club.”
Both Rayn and Pat will continue to
be crucial to the promotion push
next season, and they admitted that
after coming through age grade
rugby together the prospect of a title
winning year in England is incredibly
exciting.
“It’s not something we overly talk
about but when you look at it, it’s
cool that we’ve made that journey.

Having said that, there is still so much
work to do here if we are to achieve
what we are striving for so we want to
keep getting better.” Said Howard.
Rayn added: “You could argue that
19/20 will be the most important
season in the club’s history, and by
building on the cup success we firmly
believe that we can make the jump to
the Premiership.”
A repeat image of the front cover
with the two South Africans holding a
trophy next May could well mean that
Ealing Trailfinders would have won
the Greene King IPA Championship
title, and even with glittering careers
behind them, that would surely be the
biggest achievement of Rayn Smid’s
and Pat Howard’s rugby life.
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TRAILFINDERS

FOCUS

also tend to go on lots of holidays and educational trips
themselves– purely for research you understand.

ACCLAIMED BY THE 15 MILLION PEOPLE WE
HAVE BOOKED SO FAR – YOUR NO.1!
We strive to exceed your expectations and thanks to your
votes we have received over 60 major awards in the last
20 years – National Geographic, Which? and all of the
major newspapers. We are also the No.1 Travel Company
in the UK as rated by the 10,000+ reviews on Trust Pilot
with a rating of 9.9/10. Thank you!

EXCELLENT VALUE AND INDEPENDENT

UWL LOVES SPORTS
Founded in 1970 by former SAS officer, Mike Gooley,
with a staff of just four, Trailfinders is still privately
owned but now employs some 1000 staff who have
made travel arrangements for over 15 million clients.
So, why entrust your holiday to Trailfinders? We asked our
Sales Director, Ross Simpson…

FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET TRAIN –
PATIENT AS A KOALA
Patient, friendly, helpful are words often mentioned in our
reviews. With state of the art systems at their disposal and
trained to within an inch of perfection, our consultants will
take the time to listen and still save you time.
They will also make suggestions to save you money and
improve your holiday. Calls are answered, on average, in
under 10 seconds, by a far from average person, without
any of that ‘Press 1’ to make a new enquiry nonsense.
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LOCAL TO YOU AND ON HAND 24/7/365
WHEN YOU ARE FAR AWAY
Call, or visit one of our 34 (and rising) travel centres 7
days a week, with phones open from 8am - 8pm with back
up from Duty Managers every minute of the year.
All of the holidays and flights we sell are ATOL protected,
a claim few can make. We are also IATA accredited. When
things go awry, perhaps a strike, hurricane or family
emergency, we are there to help and calm in a crisis.

EXCELLENCE AND EXPERIENCE
Our 750 strong team of Travel Consultants, typically
graduates, average 7 years’ experience during which they
have constructed some 10,000 holidays across the globe
– they are also nice people to talk to.
They will help choose from thousands of hand-picked
hotels, villas, flights, tours, cruises, vehicles and
experiences to fashion the very best holiday for you. They

We don’t own any of the airlines, hotels or tours we offer,
so we don’t favour one over another. We give informed,
independent advice, all at great value. TF is privately
owned and has been for almost 50 years – we’ve been
here for a long time, because we make the most of your
holiday time.

ALL THE BASES COVERED
We book holidays in all shapes and sizes - weekends
away, six month grand tours, cruises, tours, adventures,
motorhomes, safaris etc, to all corners of the globe. We
also have specialists in Groups, Corporate Travel and First
& Business class travel. We’re the only Travel Organiser
you’ll ever need.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW, AT
YOUR FINGERTIPS
Either via our popular VIEWTRAIL App, or on our website,
view your travel plans anytime / anywhere. On the App
you don’t even need Wi-Fi. You’ll also get a paper copy.
Before travel we email you timely reminders of the really
important bits, like when it’s time to think about visas,
immunisations, or check in for your flight. We have an in
house Doctor and Visa Specialists to ensure you get the

right advice and to help process your visa.
We hope you’ll enjoy looking through one or more of our
16 brochures and pass them round – when you’ve finished
with it, they’re 100% recyclable.

DOING THE RIGHT THING IS PART OF OUR
DNA
Since our inception in 1970 we have honoured the
Trailfinders Guarantee. From 1993 we have placed all
your payments in a Trust Account which is overseen by
independent trustees. Unlike other travel organisers,
money you entrust with us is only spent on your holiday,
not someone else’s or on our Christmas party! It should be
law for every travel company to safeguard your money, as
we do, but it isn’t.
With TF, the price you see is the price you pay. Unlike
some websites we might mention...
On the rare occasion we get things wrong, we sort
them out, without quibbling or wriggling. We have
enjoyed success doing the right thing and consequently
Trailfinders has donated over £60 million to charity.

NO.1 RATED TRAVEL INSURANCE
Not the jazziest thing we offer, but you need it and ours is
good – good value and trusted.
It’s easy to understand and simple to book, you’ll be
assured of a sympathetic and personal approach to
the handling of claims and there is a 21 day no quibble
cooling off period.
For all your travel needs call 020 7368 1200 or visit your
local Trailfinders travel centre.

SIGN UP & SAVE!
Our BEST offers direct to your inbox every week. Sign up
at trailfinders.com/subscribe
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SEASON REVIEW

the victory. Sam Dickinson, Rayn
Smid and a penalty try helped them
keep their relegation threatened
opponents at bay.
A trip to Richmond was next up, and
a bad day at the office saw the local
rivals end the Trailfinders’ seven
match winning run. Steve Hill’s men
had a 17-5 lead at the break but that
was turned on it’s head as three early
second half tries from Kieran Murphy,
Rayn Smid and Andrew Durutalo
gave the Green and Whites a 22-17
advantage. Richmond refused to lie
down and crossed for a late try which
saw them inflict a frustrating defeat in
the derby.

SEASON
REVIEW
THE END TO THE SEASON ALWAYS PROMISED TO
BE A THRILLING TIME FOR EALING TRAILFINDERS
SUPPORTERS, AND IT DIDN’T DISAPPOINT AS IT
ENDED IN GLORY ON THE FIRST WEEKEND OF MAY.

T

he final three months of
the 2018/19 campaign
saw the knockout stages
of the Championship Cup
as well as the title race
turning towards it’s climax.
The Cup Quarter Final saw the Green
and Whites face Nottingham in early
February, and they stormed through
to the last four in dominant style.
Lewis Jones, Harry Sloan, Jordan
Burns and Matt Cornish all crossed
the try-line in a 41-10 victory.
Nottingham took an early lead
courtesy of former Trailfinder Shane
O’Leary who kicked a penalty, but
from then on it was Ben Ward’s men
who took control. They ended up
going in at half-time with a 17-3 lead,

which was extended with a second
half blitz to qualify for the semi final.
It was back to league action for the
next two weeks, and a dramatic late
comeback saw the Trailfinders scrape
past Doncaster. The Knights held a
24-21 advantage with just 10 minutes
remaining, but two tries in quick
succession from Matt Cornish and
Rayn Smid eventually overturned the
deficit to confirm a 33-24 win.
An eventful trip to Cornwall then
followed to take on the Pirates at
Mennaye Field. On the way to the
stadium a gear box failure forced the
squad to wait on the side of the road
for a replacement and meant that
they made it to the ground just 30
minutes before kick-off in Penzance.
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However to their credit it didn’t
seem to distract the players, who
were inspired by Jordan Burns in an
impressive 28-8 win.
Knockout rugby returned the
week after, and the semi final was
against previous opponents Cornish
Pirates at Trailfinders Sports Club.
It promised to be a tight affair in
the build up, but in reality as it was
anything but as the Green and Whites
dominated the Pirates in a scintillating
display. They scored nine tries in total
and once again it was Burns who set
the tempo, scoring four himself in a
huge 58-26 triumph.
The Cup could then be put to the
back of their minds as they knew they
had a final at the end of the season,
and attention was solely put on the
title charge.
A hard-fought 22-14 win against
Hartpury kept their challenge at
the top, but it wasn’t without drama
as they had to overturn a 14 point
deficit in the final 30 minutes to get

The Trailfinders were tasked with a
huge response to put that loss behind
them, and that is exactly what they
did with a barn-storming win against
Coventry. Nine tries were scored
in total including a hat-trick from
academy graduate Reon Joseph as
they left Butt’s Park Arena with a 6120 win.
That momentum continued the
following week as a five-try 35-19 win
over Nottingham kept the Trailfinders
in touching distance of London Irish.
David Johnston, Harry Sloan, Alun
Walker, Matt Cornish and Kieran
Murphy all scored to get revenge
for the defeat at Lady Bay back in
October.
The always challenging weekend
in Jersey was next on the agenda,
and Ward’s men produced their
best all round performance of the
season in the league to sweep aside
the Channel Islanders. Matches
between the two sides are always
feisty occasions, but a seven-try win
stunned the home supporters at
Stade Santander International in a
45-14 victory. A rapid start meant that
they held a 33-7 lead at the break,

with a double from Kieran Murphy
earning him the Man of the Match
award.
The final home league game of the
campaign saw Bedford Blues visit
West London, and the fantastic
end of season form continued with
a relentless 54-21 win in the April
sunshine. The formidable attack
scored another eight tries with Reon
Joseph once again impressing with a
stunning solo effort from 80 metres
out.
The season ended with back-toback matches against London Irish,
however in the first meeting the
Exiles had already been confirmed
as Champions due to their win at
Richmond so both sides used the
match to rotate ahead of the Cup
Final.
A much-changed Trailfinders starting
line-up headed to the Madejski
Stadium and showed a strong
account of themselves but were on
the wrong end of a misleading 33-12
defeat. Trailing by just seven points
at half time they had a number of
chances early in the second half, but
after a red card saw them play out the
remainder with 14 men, Irish showed
their quality to finish the league
campaign with a win.
The Trailfinders ended the Greene
King IPA Championship with 17
wins from their 22 matches and sat
comfortably second in the table, 17
points ahead of Bedford Blues in
third.
The Cup Final showdown with
London Irish was a week later, in what
was being billed as the biggest match
in the history of Ealing Trailfinders.
In front of a record crowd of over
3,500 at Trailfinders Sports Club,
Ben Ward’s side secured silverware

for a second year in a row after a
memorable 23-17 win.
The Trailfinders were showing no
signs of nerves in the opening stages
and dominated the first quarter,
resulting in the first try of the match
after just 11 minutes. A penalty was
kicked to the corner, and from the
lineout Craig Willis floated an inchperfect pass to Seb Stegmann on the
wing who was able to score in the
corner.
Will Harries then scored the second
try on the 20 minute mark as the
hosts continued their dominant start.
Willis kicked in behind and it bounced
up perfectly to Harries who was able
to dive on the ball to score.
Irish responded immediately and
scored 10 minutes before the halfhour as they ramped up the pressure.
Ben Loader pounced on a loose
clearance and skipped through the
entire defence to race under the
posts. Stephen Myler converted
as the lead was down to just three
points.
Ward’s men started the second half
brilliantly and extended their lead
after just five minutes. An incredible
spell of play saw them go through
36 phases in the Irish 22, and with a
penalty given they spun the ball wide
to David Johnston who beat the final
defender to score. Willis converted to
extend the lead to 10 points.
A penalty on half way looked to have
secured the victory, however the kick
missed touch and Irish came raring
back in the final minute. With the ball
on the Trailfinders’ line they managed
to hold out the pressure and fire the
ball in to the stands to begin the
enormous celebrations as the 2018/19
season ended with richly-deserved
silverware.

O F F IC IA L M AGA Z INE O F E A LING T R A I L FI N D ER S | S U M M ER 201 9 | 1 5

THE BEST DAY
IN OUR
HISTORY
Champions
IN FRONT OF OUR BIGGEST EVER CROWD
OF OVER 3,500 AT TRAILFINDERS SPORTS
CLUB, EALING TRAILFINDERS WON THE
FIRST EVER CHAMPIONSHIP CUP BY BEATING
LONDON IRISH!

1 6 | S UM M E R 2 0 19 | O FFICIA L MAGA ZINE OF EA L ING TR AI LF I N DE RS

O F F IC IA L M AGA Z INE O F E A LING TR A I L FI N D ER S | S U M M ER 201 9 | 1 7

CHAMPIONSHIP CUP

WINNERS 2018/19

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY & EALING TRAILFINDERS RUGBY
SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME
AMONG THE TOP
10

DAY

UK UNIVERSITIES FOR
BOOSTING GRADUATE SALARIES

(ACCORDING TO THE ECONOMIST)

"WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THIS PROGRAMME CAN BECOME THE BEST IN THE COUNTRY AND WILL HELP
STUDENTS ACHIEVE FURTHER QUALIFICATIONS AS WELL AS GIVING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO
PURSUE A RUGBY CAREER WITH EALING TRAILFINDERS.” DIRECTOR OF RUGBY, BEN WARD
- MALE AND FEMALE PERFORMANCE PROGRAMMES
- FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WITH UNIVERSITY ACCOMMODATION AND TUITION FEES
- INCORPORATION INTO ONE OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RUGBY PROGRAMMES IN THE COUNTRY BASED IN LONDON
- OPPORTUNITY TO BE PART OF EALING TRAILFINDERS PATHWAY FROM ACADEMY THROUGH TO FIRST TEAM
- CHANCE TO TRAIN FULL TIME WITH EALING TRAILFINDERS ACADEMY AND FIRST TEAM SQUADS
- INVITATION TO ATTEND FULL PRE-SEASON TRAINING WITH EALING TRAILFINDERS
- WEEKLY ELITE LEVEL COACHING FROM EALING TRAILFINDERS TEAM OF PROFESSIONAL COACHES
- BESPOKE STRENGTH & CONDITIONING PROGRAMME RUN BY EALING TRAILFINDERS S&C COACHES

OPEN DAY:
SATURDAY 22ND
JUNE 10:00-12:00

- MEDICAL SUPPORT FROM BRUNEL’S AND EALING TRAILFINDERS' MEDICAL TEAMS
- UNIVERSITY ACCOMMODATION NEXT TO BRUNEL SPORTS FACILITIES WITH OTHER SPORT SCHOLARS
- FREE ACCESS TO BRUNEL’S SPORTS FACILITIES INCLUDING THE INDOOR ATHLETICS CENTRE AND STRENGTH & CONDITIONING GYM
- FREE ACCESS TO BRUNEL’S LANCASTER HOTEL SPA FACILITIES ON CAMPUS

EMAIL ACADEMY@ETPRM.COM TO ENQUIRE

WWW.EALINGTRAILFINDERS.COM

T

he Junior Academy with Brunel University
allows students to combine their degree
with full time rugby and sign a contract with
Ealing Trailfinders.

With two 4G pitches, two gyms and a brand new
medical area, the home of the Trailfinders has allowed
them to become the 14th best team in the country as well
as lifting the British and Irish Cup & Championship Cup in
the last year.
Ealing Trailfinders are currently competing in the
second tier of English rugby and have ambitions to
gain promotion to the Gallagher Premiership, with this
programme providing a significant boost to their squad in
the coming seasons.
OPEN DAY
We will be hosting an Open Day to provide an insight in to
the Rugby Scholarship Programme with Brunel University.

APPLICATIONS ARE STILL OPEN FOR 2019. NOW ALSO TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 2020.

On Saturday 22nd June we will be showing everything
that the programme has to offer ahead of the launch.
From 10am until midday Trailfinders Sports Club will be
open and after a presentation from the Head of Rugby,
attendees will be able to watch the first team train and
have a tour of the facilities.
From midday until 3pm the Open Day will move to Brunel,
where their world class facilities will be open for tours to
be shown around the campus.
Why attend the Open Day?
WATCH THE FIRST TEAM TRAIN
HAVE A TOUR OF THE WORLD CLASS FACILITIES
MEET THE STAFF FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE COURSE
To book your place, please email academy@etprm.com
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T

he Ealing Trailfinders
Academy is fully
committed to discover
and develop some of the
most promising talent
in English rugby, and provide a
pathway to professional rugby.
We are known for playing a fast and
attacking style of rugby on our 3G
pitch, our players are developed and
trained to play the Ealing Trailfinders
way.
Opportunities are available starting
from Under 16s all the way up to the
end of University and the Senior
Academy.
Throughout the process players
will combine education with their
rugby, ensuring that they will have
qualifications as well as the chance to
become a professional rugby player.

ELITE PLAYER
PATHWAY

Aged from 15 to 18, players are
selected for the Elite Player Pathway
based on their talent on the field and
attitude off it.
Whilst coinciding this programme
with A Level Studies, at Under 16
level they train once a week on
Monday evenings. This particular
pathway is based around long term
individual development within a team
environment. The focus is on Skills
and decision making on the pitch,
combined with tailored Strength and
Conditioning off the pitch.
The Under 18s train twice a week as
they continue their journey towards
professional rugby on a more regular
basis.
This programme is all based at
Trailfinders Sports Club which is used
daily by the first team.
We understand that some players will
be travelling from further afield or
have extensive school commitments.
We welcome all to apply for the
programme and we are able to create
a bespoke timetable to suit the needs
of the individual.

JUNIOR ACADEMY

The Junior Academy with Brunel
University allows students to
combine their degree with full time
rugby.
2 2 | S UM M E R 2 0 19 | O F FICIA L MAGA ZINE OF EA L ING TR AI LFI N DE RS

We believe it is vital to have options
both academically and in rugby, so
this programme means that members
can improve their education as well
as making strides forward on the
pitch.

currently competing in the second
tier of English rugby with ambitions
to gain promotion to the Gallagher
Premiership.

Our philosophy towards the academy
programme has a clear focus on
rugby but also on studies to invest
in both the player and the person,
so that come the age of 21 they are
more rounded individuals.

The world class facilities that Brunel
Rugby Union have means that the
players will have two of the best
rugby operations in England to use.
With an international standard pitch
built there for the 2015/16 season, the
French rugby team used Brunel as a
base for the 2015 Rugby World Cup.

The programme will see Ealing
Trailfinders introduce their rugby
coaches, Strength and Conditioning
staff, Analysts and Medical team
with the aim to create the most
comprehensive programmes in the
country.

An indoor running track, Sports
Centre and Fitness Complex are
all on site and can be used as well
as a cash bursary to help towards
University and Tuition fees, with kit
and medical support available for the
entrants.

Players will have the opportunity to
become part of the Ealing Trailfinders
Academy and train full time with
the professional team around their
education.
The students will be incorporated in
to the club, and Ealing Trailfinders are

SENIOR ACADEMY

The Senior Academy is the final
step on the journey to the first team
at Ealing Trailfinders.
These players are highly talented
and have already demonstrated the
potential to play in the Championship

and above by showing their rugby
ability and mental aptitude.
Members of the Senior Academy
will train full time with the first team
squad alongside international quality
players to advance their physical
attributes and submerge themselves
in the elite environment.
The coaches expect the players to
have the ability to step in to the first
team, and they will also be able to
take advantage of our partner clubs
to get regular game time. This will
allow members to feature in between
20 and 30 high level matches per
season as they prepare for their
rugby career.
As they graduate from the academy
both academically and from a rugby
perspective they can look to follow
in the footsteps of many players who
are now first team regulars, such as
Matt Cornish who spent two years
at London Irish Wild Geese as an
18-year-old and has now gone on to
make over 60 appearances for the
Trailfinders at the age of just 21.
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BRUNO’S BRIGADE

Bruno’s

SEASON AWARDS
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* 5% DISCOUNT ON RUGBY CAM PS
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BOOK BY PHONE: 07792 852695
BOOK BY EMAIL: INFO@ETPRM.COM
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Director of Rugby Ben Ward also acknowledged all of
the sponsors, supporters, staff and players for another
fantastic season of progress for the Trailfinders.
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TRAILFINDERS
BRUNEL

Luke Carter also received a framed shirt for his
outstanding contribution to the club since 2015.

The South African missed just one game all season and
has captained the side in all of his appearances, making it
a memorable year for the back-rower.

I

U N T C T A Y

T S T D H S

Alun Walker was presented with a special framed shirt
after making his 100th appearance for the club, becoming
the first player in the professional era to reach that
landmark in the Green and White.

Michael Schaefer announced his final home match after
six years on the microphone and becoming known as the
voice of Trailfinders Sports Club, and he was given a well
deserved gift for his service to the club.

I

Q O B C N E

There were also acknowledgements for all of the Ball
Boys and Girls who have been there week in week out
helping the first team on match days.

Rayn Smid was presented with the
Supporters Player of the Season by Ben Pearson, and he
also picked up the Coaches Player of the Season from
Glen Townson.

E M

O V E A U O M X E E R O

Jordy Reid won the Players' Player of the Season Award
and was presented the trophy by Club Captain Sam
Dickinson. The Australian took the Greene King IPA
Championship by storm after arriving from Melbourne
Rebels, and despite missing two months with injury he has
been a standout performer.

A
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r
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f
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F D R Z B T C U R

S M O M U Y U P O F

fter the victory over Bedford Blues in April
at Trailfinders Sports Club, the End of
Season Awards were handed out in front of
the supporters.

£ 25

Spot the

Find and circle each of the words from the list below. Words may appear
forwards or backwards, horizontally, vertically or diagonally in the grid.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

EALING TRAILFINDERS
IN THE COMMUNITY
SUMMER RUGBY AND MULTI SPORTS AT EALING TRAILFINDERS
Summer 2019 is set to be a busy one here at Ealing
Trailfinders, with a variety of camps and activities set
up to make the most of great weather expected.
Our rugby camp dates are set for set for August 27th
to 29th where we will be exploring the best ways to
go forward and support in attack and defence. Contact
skills will be involved in this camp so rest assured all
players will get the chance to improve their tackling and
rucking capabilities in a safe environment. We will also

be hosting a professional skills master class morning on
August 27th. Led by our current pro players and coaches,
this 3-hour master class will offer kicking for backs and
set-piece skills for forwards. If you are just starting out on
lineout jumping and lifting or the basics of scrummaging,
this master class is the right one for you. Our Kicking
master class will cover the art of kicking from hand as
well as place kicking and drop kicking. To sign up for
our professional master class, visit www.clubs-hub.com/
ealing-trailfinders

MAY HALF-TERM RUGBY CAMP!
May Half term rugby camps are just around the corner
and Ealing Trailfinders are offering a selection of offers
to ensure you get the best of out our rugby services!
From May 28th to the 30th, we will run a ball skills
and handling skills camp. These are some of the most
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important skills for any rugby player, professional or
aspiring. To mark the community departments one
year anniversary, we are offering 30% off when you
recommend a friend for all three days! What’s more, when
you sign up a sibling, get 20% off their price as well!

THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY
PARTNERS AND FANS FOR 2018-2019

PROFESSIONAL KICKING CAMP – MAY
27TH UNDER 13 TO UNDER 16 BOYS
AND GIRLS ONLY
Kicking and catching is a skill that requires precision
but also confidence.
Ealing Trailfinders are offering playes the chance
to take part in a specialised kicking class with our
professional academy coaches. From 10am to 12pm
our academy staff will deliver an intensive skills clinic
around precision kicking and catching through kicking
and counter attacking games. This two hour session
will envelope game management tactics as well as skill
execution under pressure. Our academy coaches are
always looking for ways to get into the game and get
an edge. Sign up to our master class at www.clubs-hub.
com/ealing-trailfinders When signing up a sibling get
20% off their price for the skills clinic. For any further
information please contact community@etprm.com.

The end of May will mark the one-year anniversary
since Ealing Trailfinders launched it’s fully functioning
Community Department.
In the last 12 months you have helped us engage with
over two thousand rugby players and athletes across
all ages in the west London area. And those are just
the people we have directly impacted. Our mission as a
community department was to take sport and the ethos
of an active lifestyle to as many people as we could
in the West London area. Through schools coaching
a variety of sports, rugby camps, amateur rugby club
engagement, girls rugby, inner warrior events, as well as
our foundation projects, we are very excited to see what
2019-2020 has in store for the community department
and the wider area of Ealing and beyond. This summer
will see us launch our social media pages on Instagram
and twitter as well as continue to grow our pages on
the Ealing Trailfinders website. Keep your eyes on the
community department in 2019. This coming academic
year will see us grow every project we have begun in
2018 and continue a legacy of sport and active lifestyle
for all. From the Community Department and it’s staff, we
would like to thank all those who have supported us this
year, and all our partner schools and establishments.
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FEATURE NAME

IN THE COMMUNITY

SECOND YEAR OF EALING
TRAILFINDERS COMMUNITY
Ealing Trailfinders Community is ready to enter
it's second year as a fully fledged sports coaching
department and community engagement entity.
We are already set to increase our schools engagement
and ensure we take variety of sports to our immediate
and wider community. If you or your school are interested
in becoming a partner to the community department,
and receive a wealth of benefits, call or email us for
all information required. As partner school you receive
free community tickets, player appearances as well as
invitations to be guests of honour at home matches!

The community event before the Bedford game was a
huge success and the girls games were equally exciting.
We mixed in all the players from Basildon and Holland and
played two games, one u15 and one u18. It was great to
see all the players pull together in their newly assembled
teams, work together for a unique Barbarians style rugby
experience, turning the connections they made on the
pitch into new friends off the pitch.

GIRLS RUGBY CONTINUES TO THRIVE
AT TRAILFINDERS!

The summer will continue to grow and develop the girls
age groups with regular touch rugby games on Thursday
evenings. Also, the community department will be looking
to continue it’s support of the girls game, being involved
with the local schools again next season.

The women’s section has seen an incredibly successful
2018 /2019 season. The girls age groups have had
a great finish to the season taking part in a festival
hosted by The Harlequins and to finish the season off,
we hosted two Dutch touring sides and a side from
Essex in a great community event for Ealing Trailfinders
final home league game of the season against Bedford.
The Harlequins festival was a fun event, challenging the
girls in a competitive environment. Coach Danny was
really happy with the performance from the Ealing girls.
“We played well on attack, running forward and moving
the ball to space. Even more importantly, we played
well on defence by quickly shutting the space down for
the opposing ball carriers and confidently making our
tackles.”
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It is such an exciting time to be involved with women’s
rugby, especially at Ealing Trailfinders as we are relaunching the women’s team. Practices will be held on
Tuesday evenings from 7pm-8pm, starting on 7th May. We
are also enlisting the support of the RFU to deliver their
awesome inner warrior events over the next few months.
Whether it is for fun, friendship, fitness or some serious
competitive rugby, Ealing Trailfinders Women’s team can
help you achieve your goals.
Contact community@etprm.com or 07494899078 for
more information or see you on Tuesday’s out on the
pitch!
We are still looking for new partners to help support the
Women’s team, if you are interested please get in touch!

OUR EALING TRAILFINDERS
FOUNDATION AND OUR OBJECTIVE
Our Foundation programme is in full swing working
to offer as much sports engagement and classroom
fulfilment as possible. When we set out, our
Foundation objective was to ensure no one was left
out from sports engagement and enjoying an active
lifestyle. This is still the case and will continue to be so.
These last 6 months have seen our Foundation engage
with over 500 children through reading and rugby and
our community days on site at Trailfinders. What’s
more, we have teamed up with Jason Leonard’s Atlas
Foundation, to ensure our good work continues! 20192020 will see us mirror that work, but on a greater
level with even more participation. Programmes we are
offering include the following;
Reading and Rugby - Our Community Coaches will spend
45 minutes to an hour reading one-to-one with a group of
pupils before delivering a tag rugby session for the same
period of time. This is a fantastic opportunity for school
pupils to get that extra reading time but also allow them
the one to one support they may need. On top of that, the
class will be given 60 minutes of Tag Rugby Coaching that
can act as a PE lesson.
Rugby Maths - This programme uses the KS1 and 2

schools maths curriculum and adds a rugby twist to it.
lasting 60 minutes in the class room, this gives school
pupils the chance to use sport as a classroom learning
tool. Whether it's managing the prices of a rugby
supporters shop, or building their own stadiums with
shapes, Rugby Maths creates a fresh way to approach the
maths curriculum. Two coaches will be sent into schools
to deliver a total of 2 hours per class. 1 hour inside the
classroom and 1 hour on the PE field playing Tag Rugby.
Writing and Rugby - Much like Reading and Rugby, school
pupils are given the chance to creatively write using sport
as the tool to do so. Using either an incomplete short
story; newspaper article; or short rugby video; children
will use their English skills and imagination to complete to
story as they see fit. This is a fantastic project that gives
pupils the freedom to express themselves as well as goal
set for the future. This programme also gives pupils the
same PE / outdoor activity through tag rugby as the our
other projects do
If you would like to help us in our quest to keep on giving
to the community, you can donate at www.atlasfrc.org/
ealing-trailfinders-foundation-fund-resources or you can
contact community@etprm.com for further information on
our foundation projects!
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Ealing
Trailfinders
Elite Player
Pathway
RUGBY CAMPS 2019/20
£40 PER DAY OR £100 FOR ALL THREE DAYS!

VENUE:
TRAILFINDERS SPORTS CLUB, WEST EALING, LONDON, W13 0DD

MAY HALF TERM CAMP
MONDAY 27TH, TUESDAY 28TH, WEDNESDAY 29TH, THURSDAY 30TH

AUGUST SUMMER RUGBY CAMP:
TUESDAY 27TH, WEDNESDAY 28TH, THURSDAY 29TH, FRIDAY 30TH

OCTOBER HALF TERM CAMP:
TUESDAY 22ND, WEDNESDAY 23RD, THURSDAY 24TH

CHRISTMAS CAMP
TBC

FEBRUARY HALF TERM CAMP:
TUESDAY 18TH, WEDNESDAY 19TH, THURSDAY 20TH

EASTER RUGBY CAMP:

FROM AUGUST 2019
THROUGH TO MAY
A
AY 2020,
EALING WILL RUN
WEEKLY
LLY EPP SESSIONS,
COVERING RUGBY AND
S&C CURRICULUM, WITH
HIGHLY
LLY QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONAL COACHES
SETUP TO IDENTIFY AND DEVELOP THE BRIGHTEST TALENT
IN LONDON, THIS PROGRAMME WILL OFFER PLAYERS THEIR
FIRST STEP WITHIN THE EALING TRAILFINDERS PROFESSIONAL
RUGBY ACADEMY, AS WELL AS EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
WITH BRUNEL UNIVERSITY AND WEST LONDON COLLEGE.

APRIL 7TH, 8TH & 9TH | APRIL 14TH, 15TH & 16TH

MAY HALF TERM CAMP:
TUESDAY 26TH, WEDNESDAY 27TH, THURSDAY 28TH

TO BOOK:
HEAD TO WWW.EALINGTRAILFINDERS.COM OR CONTACT COMMUNITY@ETPRM.COM

IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO JOIN OUR EPP RANKS THEN PLEASE CONTACT
EPP@ETPRM.COM FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON OUR OPEN TRIAL IN JULY

TURN BACK TIME

EALING TRAILFINDERS 2018/19

INFOGRAPHIC
81%
17,433
407

HOME ATTENDANCE

DEFENDERS BEATEN

252

144

TRIES

OFFLOADS

WIN RATE

LINE BREAKS

119
3,356 CARRIES
3,175

PASSES

TACKLES 4,265

POINTS SCORED

MOST POINTS
PETER LYDON
Craig Willis

132
126

JORDAN BURNS
James Cordy Redden
Alun Walker

15
14
14

MOST TRIES

MILES

307

CORNISH
PIRATES

SHORTEST AWAY TRIP
MILES

KIT VAN MILES

Ealing Trailfinders
waited until the
very last second
to claim a bonus
point-win that
took them off
the bottom of the
Greene King IPA
Championship for
the first time in
the 2013/14 season.

1 TEAM
31 MATCHES
46 PLAYERS USED

LONGEST AWAY TRIP

6.4

6,891
1,035

Plymouth Albion 21 - 26 Ealing Trailfinders
19TH APRIL 2014 | BRICKFIELDS STADIUM

RICHMOND
LONDON SCOTTISH

E

d Siggery scored a last minute pushover try, ably
assisted by 13 of his team mates and after the
forwards collected the restart the ball was kicked to
the stands to guarantee the five points and move
the team two points ahead of Jersey.

After the break Siggery led an early charge, carrying SeanMichael Stephen and after a number of drives from the
forwards earned penalties, scrumhalf Morgan Thompson took
a quick tap and forced his way over the line from close range,
with Ward adding the conversion.

From kickoff Albion were quickly on the attack and while they
probed after gaining ground by kicking a penalty to touch
eventually Adam Preocanin was able to clean up the early
danger.

The forwards continued to be the favoured option and Sean
O’Connell was unlucky to be whistled back as he broke away
as two balls were on the pitch.

The Trailfinders immediately went on the attack themselves
when Andrew Henderson broke the line and when the ball
came back Ben Ward picked out Phil Chesters with a crosskick, but the wing was unable to take the ball cleanly.
Soon after though the visitors took the lead when Sean
O’Connell took a lineout catch and the pack drove Preocanin
over for the opening try that Ward converted. They tried the
same soon after, but on the second time Albion’s defence
held firm.
The hosts began to find their feet and gathered in confidence
as they built their phases and moved the ball quickly.
Eventually fullback Chris Elder found space down the right
wing to run in behind the posts and with Declan Cusack’s
conversion the scores were level.
Their patient approach paid off again 10 minutes later.
Eoghan Grace broke the defence and with quick ball centre
Toby Howley-Berridge chipped over the defence and
collected his kick for a try that Cusack converted.
Ealing Trailfinders went back on the attack with their pack
and after keeping Albion pinned in their own 22 with a series
of pick and go drives, eventually substitute Siggery found a
gap to hold off the Plymouth defence and dive over the line.

32 | S UM M ER 2 0 19 | O FFICIA L MAGA ZINE OF EA L ING TR AI LF I N DE RS

The lead swung back Albion’s way when Jamie Davies
darted through a gap and squeezed over, with Cusack make
three conversions from three.
Chesters nearly broke away and Chris Kinloch and
Henderson probed for gaps, while Siggery and O’Connell
kept up their sterling work in attack.
The match continued that way until late in the match when
Albion gave away a penalty, Ward kicked to the corner,
Andrei Radoi hit Gavin Curry and everyone drove Siggery for
his second and a vital, vital winner.
EALING TRAILFINDERS
Andrew Henderson, Chris Kinloch, Ronnie McLean, Tom
Bedford, Phil Chesters, Ben Ward, Morgan Thompson; Ryan
Storer, Andrei Radoi, Conor Carey, Adam Preocanin, Gavin
Curry, Mat Evans (captain), Alex Bradley, Sean O’Connell
Replacements:
Richard Townsend, Steve Neville, Tim Brockett, Sam Hocking,
Ed Siggery, Tom Parker, Billy Robinson
Referee – Steve Lee
Attendance – 1,555
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YOUR PHOTOS

BEST XV - PHIL CHESTERS

1
DINOS
ALEXOPOULOS

Being a winger, my interest in the front
row was pretty limited. One thing I do
know is that Dinos was immovable, a riot
policeman off the pitch, he never took a
step back off it either.

PHIL CHESTERS was the most prolific try-scorer in the club’s history,
occupying the left wing between 2009 and 2017 for the Trailfinders. In
those eight years he scored an incredible 227 tries in 183 appearances,
with his best ever season coning in National Two South where he
crossed the try-line 70 times.

9

2

Fantastic all round front rower, strong set
piece and great around the pitch. Solid
car companion who used to always bring
the treats, but rarely any good chat.

LUKE
CARTER

RHYS
LAWRENCE

3
ALEX
PENNY

4
STEVE
PAPE

5
MAT
EVANS

He would cry if I didn’t put him in it. A
friend and fellow Salisbury man of 20
years, an absolute barrel of a man with
lovely hands, but sometimes believed he
was a fly half in a props body.

A mountain of a man with a head the
size of a cow. A country bumpkin who
enjoyed fighting more than actually
playing, but always nice to know he was
on your side.

Big South African, a man you want in
your team and I’m sure was the first man
on the team sheet. Such a big presence
on and off the pitch, a man of few words
in the pre match team talk, but when he
spoke, everyone listened.

10
BEN
WARD

11
KIBA
RICHARDS

12
JOE
PRICE

13

6
BLAIR
MORRIS

7
LEEROY
STARLING

8
GUTHRIE
HALL

Toughest back-row I have played with, no
respect for his own body, or any of the
oppositions. One of the great story tellers
and quite often the man leading from the
front on a night out.

A journeyman who found his calling
at Ealing Trailfinders, elected social
secretary immediately, would live in fancy
dress if he could, and responsible for
some great socials over the years. Very
good rugby player also, master of the
tracking line trying to poach some tries
off of me.

One of the best at controlling the ball at
the base of the scrum, made yards every
time. A quiet man but colossal South
African man strength who made ball
carrying look easy.
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RORY
DAMANT

14
OWEN
BRUYNSEELS

15
PETE
HODGKINSON

Fellow coffee club member with all the
attributes you want from your scrum-half.
Bossed the forwards every week and was
so sharp over 10 metres. Never trust a
betting tip from him though.

Suppose he has to make the cut,
otherwise this article will never make
the press. Fantastic rugby brain, which
helped steer Ealing Trailfinders to many
league titles over the years. Responsible
for the attacking style of play, and helped
me to many a try in my career.

A Huge Nu
mber Of Fa
ns Made T
April To Wit
he Trip To
ness A Fan
Jersey In
tastic Per
formance!

Pace and power with a skill set to match.
Made breaking tackles look easy and was
great to play alongside. Never known
anyone to sleep so much on match day.

Brilliant guy to have around the club,
forever the joker and was naked more
often than not. Another great story teller
and the creator of some brutal nicknames
over the years. Strong carrier, not so
strong left hand pass.

One of the cleverest players I have
played with, his decision making was
unplayable at times, even his teammates
wouldn’t know what he was going to do.
Plays at fly-half these days, probably lost
a yard of pace, and some hair.

Fan Favourite Jordy Reid Has Had His
Hair-Style Emulated By Some Of Our
Most Loyal Fans!

You know what you are going to get with
Owen, ran hard all game, straight up and
down with not much deviation. Massively
underrated player, it was a pleasure to
play alongside him for so many years.

The laziest man in world rugby, a grumpy
Northerner who never looked interested
until the ball was in his hands. When it
was he had one of the biggest boots out
of hand, and fantastic feet, he could step
you in a phone box.

Green
yer Sponsors The
a
Pl
s
Hi
h
it
W
s
se
pporters
Rayn Smid Po
he Coaches & Su
T
ng
ni
in
W
r
te
Af
Army
ar Awards
Player Of The Ye
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KEEP UP TO DATE

T W I T T E R : @ E A L I N G T F R U G B Y | F A C E B O O K : / E A L I N G T R A I L F I N D E R S | I N S TA G R A M : @ E A L I N G T R A I L F I N D E R S

DON'T

MISS THE

ACTION!

B E O N E O F T H E F I R S T T O G E T T H E L AT E S T N E W S & V I E W S
SIGN UP TO OUR OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER
K E E P U P T O DAT E O N O U R W E B S I T E : W W W. E A L I N G T R A I L F I N D E R S . C O M

NEXT ISSUE...
‘Ealing Trailfinders Times’ is a quarterly magazine, and the Autumn edition will be released in September
so stay tuned for more information!
In the mean time, signing up for our weekly newsletter is the best way to keep up to date with everything
happening at the club as well as following our Social Media Channels.

